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Apostle were wrought among you ;" at another he
seems to ascribe the power to an imposture: " Though
an Angel from heaven preach any other Gospel unto
you, let him be accursed."

6.

I or. Another difficulty which the text in question
enables us to meet is the indiscriminate bestowal of
the miraculous gift, as we read of it in ecclesiastical
history. Its being in the Church, not of the Church,
implies this apparent disorder and want of method in
its manifestations, as has been already observed. Yet
Middleton objects, speaking of the Fathers, " None of
these venerable Saints have anywhere affirmed, that
either they themselves, or the Apostolic Fathers be-
fore them, were endued with any power of working
miracles, but declare only in general, that such powers
-were actually subsisting in their days and openly
existed in the Church ; that they had often seen the
wonderful effects of them ; and that everybody else
might see the same, whenever they pleased; but as
to the persons who wrought them, they leave us
strangely in the dark; for instead of specifying
names, conditions, and characters, their general style
is, Such and such works are done among us or by us;
by our people; by a few; by many; by our exor-
cists ; by ignorant laymen, women, boys, and any
simple Christian whatsoever."f That is, his objection
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